
BotanicalSurveyofIndia(BSI):

KUMARISONARANI
ASSISTANTPROFESSOR
DEPARTMENTOFBOTANY
S.SINHACOLLEGE,AURANGABAD FORM.Sc3rd semesterstudents

Indiahasarichandvariedflorafoundindifferenttypesofvegetationsuchastropical,
subtropical,temperate,alpineanddesertvegetation.Indiaisalsoconsideredasoneof
sevencentresoforiginofcultivatedplants.Outofaquartermillionspeciesofvascular
plantssofarrecorded,Indiahasabout15,000speciesestimatedsofar.

TheBotanicalSurveyofIndia(BSI)isengagedinthesurvey,study,utilizationand
conservationofplantwealthofthecountry.Itsheadquarters,areatCentralNational
Herbarium,CentralBotanicalLaboratory,mainGardenatHowrah,theBotanical
Museum atCalcuttaandnineregionalcirclesorstationsindifferentpartsofthecountry
-Dehradun,Coimbatore,Shillong,Pune,Allahabad,Jodhpur,PortBlair,GangtokandNew
Itanagar.

Thesestationsalsohaveregionalherbariawithabout2,000,000specimens.Nearly250
newplants(generaandspecies)havesofarbeendiscoveredanddescribedwhilemore
than500newrecordsofplantshavebeenfoundforourcountry.

TheBotanicalSurveyofIndiaisagovernmentorganisation.Themainprogrammeofthe
surveyisthepreparationofadetailedaccountoftheplantresourcesofthecountryin
theform ofnational,districtandregionalfloras.IthasstartedpublishingthenewFlora
ofIndiaintheform ofFasiclesforhigherplants.

2.HistoryofBotanicalSurveyofIndia:

From earlyhistorictimesthevegetableresourcesofIndiahadattractedpeopleallover
theworld.TheancientEgyptfirstestablishedvegetableandothersourcestradewith
India;thentheArabs,theTurks,thePortuguese,theDutch,theFrenchandfinallythe
EnglishstartedtradewithIndia.

Towardsthe18thcenturytherewasawidespreadinterestinBotanicalCollectionsin
Indiaandlargenumberofpeopleincludingmissionaries,EastIndiaCompany,
GovernmentofBengal,MadrasandBombaywereallactivelyengagedinvaluable
collections.In1787theEastIndiaCompanysetupagardenatSibpur,Calcutta.

TheSurveywasformallyconstitutedon13thFebruary1890underthedesignation
“BOTANICALSURVEYOFINDIA”.

SirGeorgeKing,thethenSuperintendentofRoyalBotanicGarden,Sibpur,wasmadeas
theex-officioDirector.



Thecountrywasdividedintofourbotanicalregionsviz.,East,West,NorthandSouth,
eachunderthechargeofaRegionalDirector.Duringearlystagesofitsdevelopment,
thedepartmentconductedextensivesurveysindifferentpartsofthesubcontinent
extendingtoBurmaandMalayaPeninsula.

Laterseveralofitsfunctionsweretakenoverbyotherdepartmentsandsurveywork
sloweddownwiththeretirementin1939ofDr.C.C.Colder,thelastincumbenttothe
postofDirector,theactivitiesofthedepartmentwerereducedtotheminimum.

5.ActivitiesofBotanicalSurveyofIndia:

1.Sustainedutilizationofourplantresourcesisthewatchwordforthesurveyand
multiprongedeffortsaremadetoconserveplants.Practicalstepsforregulatingtradein
endangeredspeciesareregularlysuggestedtotheAgricultureDepartment.

AreasofrichbiologicaldiversityarestudiedatSilentValley(Kerala),Namdapha
(ArunachalPradesh),Similipal(Orissa),NandaDevi(UttarPradesh),Dechigam
(Kashmir),ValleyofFlowers(UttarPradesh)etc.andstepstakenfortheirconservation.

2.Preservingthediversityoffloraandfaunaandconservationofindividualspeciesof
florawhicharefacingthreatordangerofextinctioninamajorareaofinteresttothe
Survey.

3.Sanctuarieshavebeensetupinforestareasforselectedplantslikethecurious
carnivorouspitcherplant(NepentheskhasianaHook.F.)inMeghalaya,andbeautiful
RhododendronsandOrchidsinSikkim andDarjeelingHimalayas.

4.Botanicalgardensplayaveryimportantroleinconservation,education,researchand
recreation.TheIndianBotanicGardenatSibpur,largestinthecountry,ismaintained
anddevelopedbytheSurvey.



Inaddition,anumberofsmallergardenshavebeenestablishedatPauri(UttarPradesh),
Allahabad,MundwanearPune,Yercaud(ShevaroyHills,Tamilnadu),Barapani
(Meghalaya)andDhaniKarinearPortBlair.Allthesegardensgivespecialemphasisto
theconservationofrareplants.

5.TheSurveyassistsinteachingandresearchactivitiesinthecountrybyidentifying
selectedbotanicalspecimens,andalsobysupplyingsamplesofauthenticmaterials.

6.TheSurveymaintainsclosecollaborationwithUniversities,ResearchOrganisations,
suchasCouncilofScientificandIndustrialResearch,IndiancouncilofAgricultural
Research,ForestResearchInstitute,ForestDepartmentsofthestatesandseveral
Herbariaandbotanicalgardensoftheworld.

6.OrganizationofBotanicalSurveyofIndia:

1.TheDirectorateistheSurveyoflocatedattheIndianBotanicGarden,Howrah,andis
headedbyaDirector.HeisassistedbyaJointDirector,aDeputyDirector,aSenior
AdministrativeOfficerandSeniorScientistsinchargeofvariousdivisions.

Thescientific,technicalandadministrativeunitsoftheDirectoraterunbroadlyas
follows.

Scientific-Flora,Ecology,Cryptogams,Plantchemistry,Pharmacognosy.

Technical-Publication,DocumentationandLibrary,DrawingandPhotography.

Administrative-Establishments,Accounts,Administration,Stores,Security.Besidesthe
DirectoratetherearetheCentralBotanicalLaboratory,CentralNationalHerbarium and
IndianBotanicGardenatHowrah.IndustrialSection,IndianMuseum,islocatedat
Calcutta.

NineRegionalCircles,FieldStationsfunctionsforthefollowingcentres,eachunderthe
chargeofaSeniorScientistformajorcirclesandJuniorScientistforsmaller
Circle/FieldStation;SouthernCircle,Coimbatore,NorthernCircle,DehraDun;Eastern
Circle,Shillong;WesternCircle,Pune;CentralCircle,Allahabad;AridzoneCircle,Jodhpur;
AndamanandNicobarCircle,PortBlair;Sikkim-HimalayasCircleGangtok;Arunachal
FieldStation,NewItanagar.


